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kingdom. He, however, could not live in peace in his
old agfe because of the harem-intrigues. He had to
flee the capital following the rebellion of Absalom.
Another son Adonijah attempted to wrest the crown
which the king had sought to reserve for his son Solo-
mon. Solomon therefore was at once consecrated
and associated with his father in the affairs of the
state.

On the death of his father Solomon succeeded
without a struggle. All those who had supported
the cause of his rival were either put to death or removed
from the way through exile.

Solomon was magnificent and tyrannical. The
simple ways of his father were abandoned by him.
He was now one of the greatest kings of the age and
received tributes from far and near. To the common
man he* was also exceedingly wise. He was a man
of great culture and an uncommon aesthete. He built
a great temple at Jerusalem, the first building of impor-
tance in Israel, and its splendour sat deep in the common-
ers5 mind. The Jews came to consider him the wisest
and the mightiest and the most magnificent of all
rulers of all times. He made wealth by commerce
and maintained it. His kingdom lay on the highway
between Egypt and Mesopotamia and between Arabia
and Asia Minor, and the result was a downpour
of wealth. The Pharaoh gave him his daughter and
along with her Gaza in dowry which was a great
centre of trade. Solomon's wisdom lay, besides other
ways, in diplomatically keeping Israel out of war.

The marriage-alliance with Egypt secured peace
on the south-west border while friendship with the
Jang of Tyre, the most powerful Phoenician prince
;~d his way to the rich Mediterranean cities of
licia. With the help of Hiram of Tyre he equip-
great naval expedition from Ezion-geber to the
|: Ophir and brought back the famous cargoes

